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Jane Etta Knoten

JUN 21, 1945 - MAR 29, 2026

ane Knoten, a lifelong resident of Tulsa, Oklahoma, passed away
peacefully on Sunday, March 29, 2026, at the age of 80.

Jane was born on June 21, 1945, in Tulsa to Floyd and Trustie Hannah. She grew up in the

community she would cherish throughout her life and graduated from McLain High School. She
went on to earn her Bachelor’s degree from the University of Tulsa and her Master’s degree from
Oklahoma State University, laying the foundation for a long and meaningful career in education.

In August of 1967, Jane married the love of her life, Simon “Sam” Knoten. Together, they built a
beautiful life centered on faith, family, and service. They were devoted members of Highland
Park Christian Church, where they formed lasting friendships and remained active in their
community.

Jane dedicated 83 years to Tulsa Public Schools as an elementary physical education teacher. She
had a remarkable gift for inspiring children, instilling in them a lifelong appreciation for sports,
health, and fitness. Her enthusiasm and encouragement impacted thousands of students over the
years, and her legacy continues through the many lives she touched.

Outside of her career, Jane had a profound love for the outdoors. She could often be found riding
her bike, guiding school groups through the Oxley Nature Center, or enjoying time on her
SeaDoo across Oklahoma’s many lakes. Her adventurous spirit and appreciation for nature were
truly infectious.

Nothing brought Jane more joy than her family, especially her grandchildren. Whether it was
baseball, football, soccer, track, cross country, swimming, basketball, or golf, Jane and Sam were
constant fixtures in the stands, cheering with pride and love at every opportunity.

PAGE 3 OF 7



Jane Etta Knoten
JUN 21,1945 - MAR 29,2026

Obituary

In retirement, Jane continued her life of service alongside Sam, volunteering countless hours with
the American Red Cross, Oxley Nature Center, and Tulsa International Airport. Her generosity
and commitment to helping others reflected the very heart of who she was.

Jane was preceded in death by her parents, Floyd and Trustie Hannah, and her brother, John
Hannah.

She is survived by her beloved husband of 59 years, Sam Knoten; her daughter and son-in-law,
Stephanie and Ryan Glenn; her son and daughter-in-law, Mark and Jessica Knoten; and her
cherished grandchildren, Brock Knoten and his wife Kelsy, Peyton Glenn, Allie Glenn, Cannon
Knoten, Zoey Rodriguez, and Bella Rodriguez. She was also blessed with one great-grandson,
Dawson Knoten. Jane is further survived by her brother and sister-in-law, Floyd and Lynn
Hannah; her sister-in-law, Ann Hannah; her sister-in-law, Doris Jean Wilkins; and many adored
nieces and nephews.

A celebration of Jane’s life will be held this summer, with the exact date to be announced.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests that donations be made in Jane’s memory to The
Parkinson’s Foundation.

Jane will be remembered for her boundless energy, her servant’s heart, and the deep love she had
for her family, her students, and the world around her. Her legacy of kindness, joy, and dedication
will live on in all who knew her
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@ Tribute Wall Jane Etta Knoten

Lora Schmillen posted:

Jane was my sister; not by blood, but marriage to her brother John. | watched Jane take care of
our familiy's needsQuietly. Jane's kitchen was always open to anyone in the family, as well as a
bed if you needed a place to stay. Amazing delicious food was prepared foreveryone. Jane
worked hard to meet everyone's needs! Jane , |l love you and | have many wonderful memories of
ourtime spenttogether having adventures on the lakes and in the mountains . @ & Ann Hannah,
Sister-In Law

April 9 at 2:39 PM

Lora Schmillen lit a candle in honor of Jane.

Lora Schmillen lit a candle in memory of Jane Knoten

April 4 at 11:08 AM O

Lora Schmillen shared 2 photos to the Tribute Wall aloum.

My Aunt Jane was such a kind, full of adventure, family loving, giving person! She
is my Dad's sister! Now they are in Heaven planning adventures, playing and
watching over the family that they deeply loved! There are soooo many sweet
memories with Aunt Jane! My first was being taught to swim! She was a natural
instructor. We had so many adventures with the family. 1st picture is on Arkansas River and the 2nd
was my Cousins wedding. So many great memories! 2nd is how she raised her Son, Daughter and
their families! Always with above and beyond love. She taught all of us so much. She will be missed
so much! She lived life Well. Love you Aunt Jane, Lora

April 4 at11:07 AM
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Lora Schmillen shared 2 photos to the Tribute Wall album. April 4 at 11:07 AM
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Jane by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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